IBRARY COPY 


UNIFORM 
CRIME REPORTS 


FOR THE UNITED STATES 7aIS YOLUW) 


AND ITS POSSESSIONS is the 


of the 
Volume IIIl- Number! DEPT. OF JUS 


FIRST QUARTERLY BULLETIN, 1932 


Issued by the 
United States Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


& SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS, WASHINGTON, D. C. 





ADVISORY 


COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM CRIME RECORDS 
OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 





UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director, United States Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Volume 3 April, 1932 Number 1 


Contents of Bulletin for First Quarter. 


With the publication of the current issue of the bulletin, the United 
States Bureau of Investigation has inaugurated a departure from the 
policy to which it has previously adhered of publishing the bulletin 
on a monthly basis. For the present it is planned to release the fi 
for publication on a quarterly basis. The bureau will continue, how- 
ever, to receive reports from police departments on a monthly basis 
as has been the practice in the past. 

It will also be observed that a different method of presenting the 
data has been initiated. The bureau has received numerous requests 
for summarized data, and accordingly in the current issue the indi- 
vidual reports are omitted and an effort has been made to present the 
statistics in more desirable form. 

The bulletin contains tables showing the extent of the reporting 
area and the Pee represented thereby. The daily ave of 
the number of offenses reported for the first quarter are also shown, 
together with comparative tables showing the rates for cities in va- 
rious population groups. In addition thereto, tables are included 
showing the number of crimes reported for the first quarter of this 
year as compared with the first quarter of 1931. A tabulation showing 
the number of offenses of robbery and murder and nonnegli 
manslaughter for cities of more than 100,000 population for 1931 as 
ae with the number for 1930 is included. 

e term “‘Offenses known to the police” is designed to include 
those crimes designated as Part I Classes of the Uniform Classification 
occurring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known 
to the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prose- 
cuting or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the fol- 
lowing group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience 
to be those most generally and completely reported’ to the’ police: 
Felonious homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, 
and (b) manslaughter by negligence; rape; robbery; aggravated as- 
sault; burglary—breaking or entering; larceny—theft; and auto theft. 
The figures contained herein include also the number of attempted 
crimes ‘of the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are 
reported as aggravated assaults. In other words, an attempted bur- 
glary or robbery, for example, is reported in the bulletin in the same 
manner as if the crime had been completed. 

“Offenses known to the police” includes, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities, and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 

In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of me in different cities 


| the Department of Justice does not vouch for its accuracy.” It is 
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2 
iven out as current information, which possibly may throw some 
i ht on problems of crime and criminal law enforcement. 

It should also be borne in mind that the figures contained in the 
bulletin are confined to. reports submitted for a 3-month_ period 
only and naturally crime statistics for such a short space of time are 
subject to the necessarily implied qualifications. 

In compiling the figures in each of the tables, apparently incomplete 
and defective returns were excluded. The population figures .were 
obtained from the 1930 census, 


Population Table. 


The following table is based upon. the number of cities from which 
returns were received for any one month during the first quarter of the 
current year. The cities are shown according to various porviatien 
groups, together with the number of people represented by the individ- 
ual groups and the percentage of the number of reporting cities as 
compared with the entire number of cities of the several grou 

The number of such cities from which the data were received during 
the first quarter was 1,476. The population represented by those 
cities is 49,368,231. For the same period in 1931, that is, for the 
first quarter of that year, there were 1,227 cities from which reports 
had been received during that period. The figure 1,476, therefore, 
represents an addition to the reporting area of 249. police .depart- 
ments. There are excluded from the above es a considerable 
number of returns received from county officials, State police, and 
officers in the possessions. In other words, the population data pre- 
sented in the table is confined to urban localities in the continental 
United States. 

It will be seen from an examination of the table that of the cities 
having a population of 10,000 or more 78 per cent are included in the 
reporting area. Of the cities having a BPs of more than 
250,000, returns have been received from all except three. With re- 
spect to those cities having a population of 100,000 to 250,000, re- 
turns have been received from all departments except four. Of the 
next group, those with a population of 50,000 to 100,000, eight cities 
have not contributed reports, while in the smaller cities in the next 
two groups, namely, those from 25,000 to 50,000 and those from 
10,000 to 25,000, 86 per cent and 71 per cent, respectively, furnished 
the figures. : In addition to those departments included in the table, 
there were 707 cities aggregating a total population of 3,927,720, from 
which reports were received. 
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_ Seminole, Okla.; 


Extent of Reporting Area. 
During the first quarter of 1932 reports were received from 1,476 


. aoe pointe ee This figure includes all the cities having 


ation of more than 250,000, with the exception of Atlanta, 
wet Angeles, and New York City. 

Rees were received from all cities having a ay mer of _ 000 
to 250,000 except Des Moines, Iowa; Reading, Pa.; Syracuse, N 
and Tulsa, Okla. 

In the population group having from 50,000 to 100,000 peo sags 
returns were received from all cities except Montgomery, 
Little Rock, Ark.; East St. Louis, Ill.; Holyoke, Mass.; Bayonne and 
Passaic, N. ‘I.; Ash eville, N. C.; and Char eston, W: Va. 

There were 25 cities having a population of 25,000 to 50, 000 which 
were not included in the reporting area, namely, Belvidere Township, 
Calif.; Pensacola, Fla.; Belleville and Granite City, Ill.; Anderson 
= Elkhart, Ind.; Council Bluffs, Iowa; Ashland and Paducah, 
Ky. Lewiston, Me, Taunton, Mass.; Port Huron, Mich.; Meridian, 

iss. ; Concord, N. H.; West New York, N. Je; Raleigh, N. C.: 
Greenville, Ss. C:; Easton, Hazleton, Lebanon, Lower Merion Town- 
ship, Nanticoke, and Upper Darby, Pa.; Johnson City, Tenn.; and 
Laredo, Tex 

Of the cities having a population from 10,000 to 25,000, returns 
were received from 433, leaving 173 departments not in the reporting 
area, which are as follows: Anniston, Bessemer, Decatur, Dothan, 
Florence, Gadsden, Huntsville, Phenix Cit, ity, Salm, and Tuscaloosa, 
Ala.; ; Blytheville, El ee Hot one e Bluff, and Texarkana, 

alinas, Calif.; Trinid . Ansonia Derby and Shelton, 

r soap Daytona Beach, Gainesville Key West, pe Tallah anareens 

i Albany, La Grange, Thomasville, Valdosta, and eg 

bearer and Pocatello, Idaho; Blue Island, Brookfield oii 

hts, East Moline, Harpabury, Jacksonville Kankakee, 

Piicany He se Park, Pekin, and S Ill.; Bedford, Craw- 
fonderille, Gishen, Jeffersonville, New Castle and Shelbyville, Ind. ; 

Boone, Muscatine, and Oskaloosa, Iowa; Chanute, Inde endence, 
Lawrence, and Leavenworth, Kans.; Bowling Green, enderson, 


Hopkinsville, and Middlesboro, Ky; Bogalusa and Lake Charles, 


La.; Sanford, South Portland Westbrook, Me.; Annapolis 
and Salisbury, Md.; Danvers esthampton, Framingham, ord, 


_ Northampton, Plymouth, Webster, and West Springfield, Mass.; 


Monroe, M Mich. ; Virginia, Minn.; Biloxi, Greenwood, Gulfport, 
Fecaseburg, | Laurel, and Natchez, Miss.; Cape Girardeau, Columbia, 
Hannib lewood, and St. Charles, Mo.; Anaconda and Helena, 
Mont.; Norfo , Nebr.; Keene and Rochester, N. H.; Asbury Park, 
Bridgeton, Cliffside Park, ocean aoe aes and Nutley, N.J.; 

Roswell and Santa Fe, 'N. Mex.; Geneva, maar ucit, 


" and Valley Stream, N. Y.; Elizabeth City, City, Payettoville, Ne ern, 


Salisbury, Shelby, and Statesville, N .C.; Ada Te lewille pay 
Medford, Ne Bellevue Braddock, Canonsburg, 
Carbondale Charleroi, Col Du Bois, Dunmore, Duquesne, 
over, Hanover To Hedastent, Lewistown, ae 
Mount Carmel, Munhall, O d Fo: . Plains Townshi 
Wem, cod Steelton, Sunbury, Swissvale, Turtle Creek, Vander 
Washington, Pa.; Bristol, Cumberland, Lincoln, } eS 
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Providence, Warwick, and West Warwick, R.1.; Florence, Greenville, 
and Rock Hill, S. C:; Jackson, Tenn.; Big Springs, Cleburne, Del Rio, 
Denison, Greenville, Lubbock, Marshall, Palestine, and San Benito, 
Tex. ; Suffolk and Winchester, Va.; Bremerton and Longview, Wash. ; 
Fairmont and Martinsburg, W. Va.; Marinette, South Milwaukee, 
Watertown, and Waukesha, Wis.; Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Of the urban places having a population under 10,000, reports 
were received from 707 police departments, leaving a total of 1,476 
communities of this group not in the reporting area for the first 
three months of 1932. 


Cities Reporting, by States, First Quarter, 1932. 

The following table shows the number of returns, by States, received 
by the United States Bureau of Investigation for each month of the 
first quarter of 1932. The figures present a substantial increase over 
the number received for the same period during 1931, and an increase 
is also shown over the number received duri ecember of that year. 
For example, the number of returns received currently for January, 
1931, was 1,049. The increase over this number for January of the 
current year was 332. The number received for February, 1931, was 
1,077; for February, 1932, 1,385; for March, 1931, 1,138; and for March 
of this year, 1,393. 
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Average Daily Number of Offenses, First Quarter, 1932. 
__ The daily average of the number of offenses known to the police of 
the Part I Classes of the Uniform Classification of offenses for the 
first three months of 1932 is shown in the following table for 1,253 
cities of miscellaneous population groups. The figures are confined to 
those cities which submitted apparently complete reports for each 
of the three months. The population represented by the citiesincluded 
in the tabulation is 41,949,049. 
An examination of the table shows a steady decline for the first 
three months in offenses against property, namely, robbery, burglary— 
breaking or entering, larceny—theft, and auto theft. It will be noted 
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that offenses of larceny—theft are not subdivided into major or 
minor crimes. In other words, all offenses of larceny—theft reported 
are included in the same group. The average daily number of offenses 
against the person, namely, murder, manslaughter, rape, and ag- 
gravated assault, shows in each instance a slight increase for Fe 
ruary with a decline in March. The figures presented do not include 
all offenses known to the police, but merely the er daily number 
of the offenses listed for the first quarter as re to the United 
States Bureau of Investigation by 1,253 police departments. 


Daily average, 1,253 miscellaneous cities 


The average daily number of offenses reported as shown in the 
following table is based on returns submitted for each month of the 
first pauattae by 72 cities, each having a population of more than 
100,000. The total populsion represented is 21,890,582 for those 
72 cities. The reports show a slight increase in February in the daily 
average number of murders and nonnegligent manslaughters, man- 
slaueniers by negligence, and aggravated assaults, with a decrease 
in that month for offenses of burglary—breaking or entering, rape, 
robbery, larceny—theft, and auto theft. The table indicates an 
increase in the daily average number of each of the offenses listed 
for the larger cities during the month of March, with the exception of 

— by negligence, which shows a slight decrease over the 
average for February. 


Daily average, 72 cities over 100,000 population 


The reports for 1,181 cities, each having a population of less than 
100,000, ting a total population of 20,058,467 for the first 
three months of 1932 indicate there was an increase during February 
in the average daily number of offenses of murder and nonnegligent 
manslaughter, rape, and burglary—breaking or entering, but the 
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reports show a decrease for that month in the average daily number 
of offenses of manslaughter by negligence, robbery, aggravated 
assault, larceny—theft and avto theft. There was a decrease in 
each of the offenses shown for the month of March as compared with 
the daily averages for January and February. 


Daily average, 1,181 cities less than 100,000 population 


Offenses Known to the Police, First Quarter, 1932. 

In the table which follows are shown the total number of crimes 
reported by 1,253 cities of miscellaneous population groups for the 
first three months: of the current year, together with the rates. per 
100,000 populasan for each of the crimes of the Part I Classes of the 
Uniform Classification of Offenses. The population represented by 
the 1,253 cities included is 41,949,049. This table is a sum of 
oe more detailed information set forth in the tabulation which 
ollows it. 


Offenses Known to the police, first , 1982, 1,253 miscellaneous cities; number 
and rates per 100,000 


[Total population, 41,949,049] 


204 | 42, 463 | 72, 855 
10.2} 101.2) 173.7 


In the following table are shown the number of crimes and the rates 
per 100,000 people for each class of the designated offenses for cities. 
of six different population groups. 

Not much variance appears in the rates per 100,000 of offenses of 
murder and nonnegligent manslaughter for the several groups. The 
rate for resp ae by negligence shows a gradual decline commen- 
surate with the decrease in population with the exception of cities in 
the group from 10,000 to 25,000 people, which shows a very slight in- 
crease over the rates for cities in the groups ha & population from 
25,000 to 100,000. ‘The classification murder and nonnegligent man- 
slaughter includes all murders and manslaughters reported by the 
police to ‘the United States Bureau of Investigation, exclusive of 
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homicides attributable to criminal a Offenses of that 
nature are classified under the heading ‘‘ Manslaughter by negligence.” 

There is not much variation among the population groups with 
respect to the number of offenses of rape, and it will be noted tnat the 
rate for this offense for the smaller cities is practically the same as that 
for large metropolitan areas. These figures, however, are subject to 
limitations because of the comparatively small number of offenses of 
rape reported, and for the f r reason that all crimes of this type 
are not always reported to the police. 

The figures on robbery show a decided predominance among the 
larger cities, with a gradual reduction in proportion to the size of the 
cities. For example, for the first quarter of 1932 there were 52 
offenses of this nature per 100,000 people reported by 27 cities having 
a population of more than 250,000, whereas the rate per 100,000 
reported by 575 cities having a population of less than 10,000 was 
12.7. The total population represented by the latter group of cities, 
however, was only one-fifth of that represented by the larger cities. 

imilarly, there was a gradual reduction, wi ight variation 
according to the size of the cities, with respect to the number of offenses 
of vated assault reported. 

The same comment is applicable to the rates on burglary—breaking 
or entering, larceny—theft, and auto theft. In each class of these 
offenses, with slight exceptions, the rate gradually declined in accord- 
ance with the size of the seers cities. A notable exception to this 
is the number of auto thefts reported for cities between 25,000 and 
50,000, which was bopestenas igher than the rate for the cities in 
the next largest population group. 


Offenses known to the police, first quarter, 1932; number and rates per 100,000 


27 cities over 250,000; total popula- 
tion, 1 475: 
Number of crimes. 
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Average Daily Number of Offenses, 1931-32. 

In the table which follows is shown the ave daily number of 
offenses of the Part. I Classes of the Uniform Classification for 65 
cities having a population of more than 100,000 each for the first 
quarter of 1931, as compared with the reports from the same cities 
for the first quarter of the current year. e figures are confined to 
cities which submitted apparently complete reports for the periods 
indicated, while there were excluded any reports which were obviously 
defective or incomplete. The total papa tiont represented by the 
cities included is 15,988,308. 

An examination of the Soatee presented indicates that there was an 
increase for those cities in the average number of offenses of burglary— 
breaking or entering reported daily for the first quarter of 1932 as 
compared with the same period of 1931. There was also a slight 
increase in the average number of offenses of rape reported. The 
figures indicate little change in the number of murders and non- 
negligent manslaughters while a decrease was shown in offenses of 
manslaughter by negligence, robbery, aggravated assault, larceny— 
theft, and auto theft. 


‘Daily average, offenses known to the oe cities over 100,000, first quarter 1931, 





FIRST QUARTER 


Number of offenses, 1931 
Number of offenses, 1932. 


FIRST QUARTER 


Daily average, 1931 
Daily average, 1932 


1 Total population represented, 15,988,308. 


Felonious Homicide and Robbery. 

In the table which follows the term “‘felonious homicide”’ includes 
all offenses of murder and manslaughter reported except homicides 
attributable to negligence. The figures are based on reports sub- 
mitted by 58 cities, each having a population of 100,000 or more, 
which contributed returns for the entire 12 months of 1930 and 1931. 
The total population represented by the cities included is 20,756,447. 
Based on the returns received from. those cities, it appears that there 
was a slight decrease in 1931 in the average number of offenses of 
felonious homicide reported by those cities, while there was a sub- 
stantial increase in the number of offenses of robbery reported by the 
police departments included in the tabulation. 
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Felonious homicide and robbery, 1980-81, 58 cities over 100,000 population ' 
[Rates per 100,000 population] 





Felonious 
homicide | Robbery 


SRE 


945 | 146.39 
9.03 | 179.10 


! Population represented, 20,756,447. 
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